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John Fox, Community Leader and Holocaust Survivor, Honored  

With Welcoming Center’s Dennis Clark SOLAS Award 

March 31, 2006 (Philadelphia, PA) – John Fox, community leader and Holocaust survivor, was honored with the Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians’ esteemed Dennis Clark SOLAS Award on March 22, 2006.  The event, which drew more than 450 attendees, was hosted by mayoral candidate Jonathan Saidel, Esquire. 
John Fox, who wishes to be known for his accomplishments in his community before he is known as Holocaust survivor, is recognized as a “fierce fighter of human rights.”  From an early age, growing up in Tuszyn, Poland, Fox’s parents instilled in him the importance of family, religion, hard work, and humanity.  With those values, and his own resourcefulness, he survived the war years of 1939 through 1945, though much of his family did not.  
“The Solas award is a bronze sculpture designed and crafted by Robert K. McGovern, to represent the idea evoked in Newgrange – that the darkest day of the year is the day that light penetrates the interior most deeply.  It is given to those whose vision, voice, and achievements inspire all of us.  John Fox is a worthy recipient and we are proud that he has accepted this honor,” said Anne O’Callaghan, Executive Director of the Welcoming Center.
Said Fox in his acceptance speech, “None of us lives alone, none of us stands alone.”  His life has been a testament to these words. 

At the tender age of 13, Fox became the first Jewish master glass blower and had seven other glass blowers working for him.  In 1942, when the deportation of the Jews began, Fox, his younger brother, and father were separated from the rest of their family, who was taken to the gas chambers of Treblinka.  The men continued to work in the glass factories until 1944, where they were put in a cattle car on the train and taken to a concentration camp.  Fox was liberated by Czech partisans and for ten years lived and worked as a tailor in England.  

Page 2

After coming to America in 1955 he found employment in Philadelphia making tuxedos.  In his early years he worked three jobs – tailoring, taxi driving, and tuxedo fittings.  At the tailor shop he quickly became a shop steward chairman, and grew active in the garment workers union.  

In 1980, Fox became the business manager of the Philadelphia Joint Board and was 

elected an international vice president.  He has met with numerous heads of states and has

worked tirelessly for the good of the union.  He has served as co-chair of the American Trade Union Council for Histadrut, and the Philadelphia Jewish Labor Committee, and been the National Chairman or its Administrative Committee.  He has also been a member of the national Trade Union Council for Human Rights and former vice-president of the Jewish Community Relations Council as well as the Negro Trade Union Leadership Council.  He also served as the co-chair of the Labor Division of the Federation Allied Jewish Appeal, was a member of the Delaware Valley Labor Committee for Full Employment, and a trustee and vice-president of the Sidney Hillman Medical Center and the Sidney Hillman Apartments.
Throughout the years, Fox has educated people about the Holocaust and is featured in the book, The Boys, by Sir Martin Gilbert.  He has also worked with Steven Spielberg on his Holocaust project.  He is the recipient of many other awards, including recognition by the Israel Histadrut Campaign (Labor of Israel) and recognition by the Beilinson Hospital in Petach Tikva for his contributions to the Children’s Cancer Ward.   

Fox and his wife Betty are celebrating their 50th year in the United States.  They have three daughters, Lesley, Lynne, and Jacqueline and five grandchildren.

The Dennis Clark SOLAS award, given annually by the Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians, was presented to Mr. Fox by Bruce Raynor, International General President of UNITE HERE!  “Instead of bitterness, he found a way to have hope,” said Raynor of the evening’s honoree.

 In a meaningful and moving tribute, Fox was presented with the American flag by Congressman Robert A. Brady (D., Pa.).  In tribute to Fox, the flag had been flown proudly over Congress that previous day.  In addition, Mr. Fox’s daughter Lesley Testan, offered a moving tribute to a father, family man, and outstanding individual who touched thousands of lives. 
The Honorable Julie L. Myers, Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security for US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), spoke to the audience on recent efforts by her department on the issue of immigration.  Musical interludes were provided by 
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Intercultural Journeys.  Established more than six years ago by visits to Arab, Jewish, and Buddhist villages, Intercultural Journeys mission is to foster the founder’s collective dream of breaking barriers between cultures in conflict using music, poetry, dance, art, and drama presentations as conduits to a new type of comfort zone and creating opportunities for dialogue between themselves and the audience.  More information can be found at www.interculturaljourneys.org.

The Welcoming Center would like to thank their Honorary Co-Chairs, Governor Edward G. Rendell and House Speaker John Perzel as well as the Solas Committee:  Honorable Robert A. Brady; Conna Clark; Stuart Davidson, Esq.; Honorable Ronald R. Donatucci; Patrick Eiding; Lynne Fox; Dee Kaplan; Evangelia Klapakis; Bruce Raynor; Lila Roomberg, Esquire; Honorable Allyson Y. Schwartz; Senator Arlen Specter; and Wendell Young, III.  
About the Dennis Clark SOLAS Award
The Dennis Clark SOLAS Award is named after the late historian and author of The Irish in Philadelphia: Ten Generations of Urban Experience.  Clark told the story of immigrants in Philadelphia and never tired of highlighting the contributions made by immigrants.  He was also an ardent and tireless advocate who worked to end inequality and unfairness.  This award honors those who follow in his footsteps and celebrates the achievements of immigrants to Philadelphia and our nation.  
Past recipients of the Dennis Clark SOLAS Award have included Dr. Constantine Papadakis, President of Drexel University; Wendell Young III, Chairman of UFCW Local 1776; Vicente Fox, President of Mexico; Patrick B. Gillespie, Business Manager, Philadelphia Building and Construction Trades Council; and Mary Robinson, United Nationals High Commissioner for Human Rights and former President of Ireland.  
About the Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians
The Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians believes that immigration is an underdeveloped state resource.  We believe that a steady influx of new customers, workers, and entrepreneurs can help reinvigorate the state’s aging population, renew its neighborhoods, and re-energize its economic performance.  By making Pennsylvania a magnet for immigrants, we believe Pennsylvania can become a more vibrant, more creative, more dynamic competitor in today’s global economy.  
Our mission is to be a non-partisan, centralized employment and support center for the Delaware Valley’s growing immigrant community by promoting immigrant participation in the area’s economic, political, and social life.  Visit the Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians online at www.welcomingcenter.org. 
###

For additional information please contact Dawn Ang at the Welcoming Center, 215-557-2626 or via e-mail at dawn@thewelcomingcenter.org or to arrange an interview with Anne O’Callaghan, please call Ginny Simon, Project Marketing at 610-889-2036 or via e-mail at gsimon@projectmarketinginc.com.

